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Gensler designs pair of triangular skyscrapers for Colombo waterfront

The Gensler-designed Sapphire Residences in Colombo, Sri Lanka, will be connected
by a sky bridge topped with a swimming pool, and have interiors by Philippe Starck.

US architectural firm Gensler designed the skyscrapers for developer I'TC Hotels. The
shorter tower will be a 140-metre-tall hotel, while the taller one will reach 224 metres
SAPPHIRE RESIDENCES and will be filled with 132 luxury homes.
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https://www.dezeen.com/2018/07/17/gensler-philippe-starck-sapphire-residence-skyscraper-colombo-sri-lanka-architecture/

Between the 19th and 21st floors the parallel towers will be connected by a 54-metre-
long sky bridge. A bar and lounge will be located on the lower levels, with sun decks
and swimming pools on the upper level.

A helipad will top the taller of the towers for VIP guests and residents to use.



Gensler has used a triangular plan for the two towers, so their two long sides face
towards the ocean front, maximising views over the bay.

Most floors will have four-metre-high ceilings, rising to five metres for the penthouses
that have 180 degree views of the waler.
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The entire structure will have an illuminated exterior at night, so each room will be
fitted with blackout blinds to ensure its inhabitants can get enough sleep.

Each apartment will come pre-wired for a home automation system so that they can
connect to the internet of things and be fitted with technology such as voice
recognition room controls.



Gensler is the architecture firm behind the Shanghai Tower, China's tallest
skyscraper.

Other notable projects include a glass skyslide that will be suspended 304-metres in
the air on California’s tallest tower, and a bone-shaped swimming pool for dogs at JFK
airport.




French designer Philippe Starck is working with London-based interior designers Yoo
to develop four different looks for Sapphire Residence homeowners to choose from.



Those who choose the Nature look will have white oak floors, light fabrics and organic
malterials. The Culture style features darker and richer materials, with an eclectic mix
of furniture.

Classical interior will have strong colours and dark wood finishes, whilst the Minimal
look will focus on simple layouls.

- \r "'_--,-;"; |

&l i LT 8

Vo
YL
e

ol n-m =




"Yoo projects, and Sapphire Residences in particular, are about you,” Starck said about
the collaboration. “I wanted to create a place that draws people together, that makes
them laugh, make them more in love, more sparkling, more intelligent.”

"I wanted to create fertile surprises to awake people, to create conversations, to create
interactions. A place where Us humans are at its heart,” he continued.

L i |
i/ 5
. fa i
q
| " :
- . - ;

:




Starck has also designed interiors for the world’s first commercial space station, and a
charging port for Bentley's first hybrid car.
Yoo and Starck also collaborated on the interiors of the residents’ club facilities, which

will include multiple swimming pools, a spa, gym, yoga room, sports courts, as wellas a
cinema, lounge and library, and a "hobby studio”.

The tower, which has already achieved a pre-certification rating of platinum from
LEED, will have offices and shops in the base.

The development is currently under construction and due to complete in 2021.



